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Of Providence, Rhode Island, Paul Mecurio graduated with 
high honors from Georgetown Law School and began his career 
on Wall Street as a mergers and acquisitions lawyer at the law 
firm of Willkie, Farr and Gallagher and later as an investment 
banker at CS First Boston. All the while, Paul was honing a 
secret, second career writing and performing comedy in New 

York City. After several years on Wall Street, Paul moved center stage, leaving Wall Street 
and starting his career as a stand-up comedian.

In 1996, Paul was invited to be on the original writing and performing team for a new 
Comedy Central show called “The Daily Show.” In 2001, as a writer for “The Daily Show 
with Jon Stewart,” Paul won the Emmy Award for Outstanding Individual Achievement In 
Writing In A Variety, Music or Comedy Program. For his work on “The Daily Show with 
Jon Stewart: Indecision 2000,” Paul was honored with a Peabody Award for Excellence 
in Broadcasting (think The Pulitzer Prize for Broadcasting). In 2002, Paul received his 
second Emmy nomination for his work on “The Daily Show.” Paul has also been featured 
as a field correspondent on “The Daily Show” and in “The Daily Show” segment, “Second 
Opinion,” in which he skewered the medical profession playing an HMO representative 
with a less than sympathetic mindset. 

Paul recently shot the television pilot “Sports Central,” in which he starred, co-created and 
executive produced. Using a news format, “Sports Central” is a funny, smart look at the 
controversial off-the-field issues and player behavior plaguing sports.

A national headliner in clubs and theaters across North America and in Europe, Paul has 
performed at the prestigious Just For Laughs Comedy Festival in Montreal and has made 
numerous TV appearances including “Comedy Central Presents,” “The Late, Late Show 
with Craig Kilborn,” “Late Night w/Conan O’Brien,” Comedy Central’s “Tough Crowd 
with Colin Quinn,” Comedy Central’s “Dr. Katz”, NBC’s “Late Friday,” and numerous 
appearances on VH1’s popular clip shows. Paul has been a guest on Fox News Channel 
and makes regular appearances on CNN, CNNfn and MSNBC as a political satirist.

On May 21, 2004, Paul premiered his own “Comedy Central Presents” half-hour special. 
Paul was featured as a political satirist in the 2004 Presidential Election coverage by The 
Daily News, CNN, MSNBC, CNNfn, and ESPN2.

Paul was seen in a guest-starring role opposite John Cleese in the ABC sitcom “Wednesday 
at 9:30” and shot, “The Joke Show,” a television pilot set in New York City for famed 
producer/directors Barry Levinson and Tom Fontana. He can also be seen in the upcoming 
film drama, “High Art, Low Life,” written and directed by Peter Nourjian and recently 
shot the lead role in the independent film “Faux Pix.”

Paul has written, produced and directed five short films, the latest of which, “Gloves,” an 
off-center dark comedy has been screened at several prestigious film festivals including 
“The US Comedy Arts Festival” in Aspen, “The Toronto Film Festival,” “The Los Angeles 
Independent Film Festival” and “The San Sebastian Film Festival” in Spain. Paul also 
worked on the film “American Buffalo,” starring Dustin Hoffman and Dennis Franz based 
on the award winning David Mamet play of the same name.
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The Leslie Munzer Neurological Institute, Inc. is a  
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization whose mission  
is to provide information to patients and the community 
concerning neurological and physiological disorders and 
diseases, encourage the prevention of brain and spinal 
cord injury, promote the early diagnosis of neurological 
disorders and diseases, improve the quality of life for 
individuals affected by neurological disorders and 
diseases, and help find a cure for diseases of, and  
related to, the brain and spinal cord.
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Physician Honoree
Alan B. Ettinger, M.D. 
Alan B. Ettinger, M.D., is a nationally-known epilepsy specialist 
who has dedicated his life to helping individuals with seizures and 
related disorders. Dr. Ettinger is the new Director of Epilepsy at 
Neurological Surgery, P.C. Dr. Ettinger is a graduate of the Boston 
University 6 Year Combined BA-MD program. He completed 
his neurology and EEG/Epilepsy fellowship training at the Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine.

He is a Professor in the Department of Clinical Neurology at 
the Albert Einstein College of Medicine and has performed some of the landmark research 
related to advancing the quality of life of persons grappling with epilepsy.

Dr. Ettinger is on the editorial board of several epilepsy journals, has served on national committees 
of the American Academy of Neurology, American Epilepsy Society and the national Epilepsy 
Foundation, as well as the International League Against Epilepsy, and is the moderator at the 
psychiatric interest group sessions at the annual American Epilepsy Society meetings.

Dr. Ettinger is president of the Long Island Epilepsy Foundation Professional Advisory 
Board and is a member of the national Professional Advisory Board and the Executive Board 
of Directors of the Epilepsy Foundation of America. He was the recipient of the Epilepsy 
Foundation of Long Island’s 2004 Professional Achievement Award and the co-recipient of 
the March of Dimes Long Island Chapter’s humanitarian award in 2004. In preceding years, 
he has often been cited in Castle and Connelly’s and New York Magazine’s guide to the best 
doctors. Dr. Ettinger has been inducted into the Beta Gamma Sigma Society, the honor 
society for achievement in Master of Business Administration studies.

Volunteer Honoree
Donna Mazzarelli     
Donna Mazzarelli is one of the tens of thousands of Americans, mostly 
women over 50, who suffered from an extreme type of facial pain 
called trigeminal neuralgia. Trigeminal neuralgia is a nerve disorder 
that causes a stabbing or electric-shock-like pain in parts of the face.

Donna started experiencing extreme facial pain about seven years 
ago. It came and went, but when she had an attack it was so severe 
that it became difficult for her to work, or even function. She 
became withdrawn and stopped socializing. Donna eventually 

underwent a procedure known as microvascular decompression that cured her condition. 

Ms. Mazzarelli’s greatfullness to have been cured of her trigeminal neuralgia motivated her 
to raise awareness about the disorder known as “the suicide disease.” Donna has appeared in 
a Telecare video about trigeminal neuralgia, is a member of the Leslie Munzer Neurological 
Institute’s  Facial Pain and Trigeminal Neuralgia Support Group and has served as a member of 
the Gala Committee, soliciting donations for the Institute. 

Donna Mazzarelli lives in West Babylon, is a staff member of Neurological Surgery, P.C., and 
is a member of the Society for Human Resource Management.
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Crest Hollow Country Club

Woodbury, NY
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Donna Mazzarelli

7 pm  
Cocktail Reception 

 8 pm – 11 pm 
Dinner, Award Presentations

 and Comedy Show

Open Bar
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